Comments for the May 12, 2015 City Council Meeting
Re: Item #12.1: Phase 2 of the Central Main Street
Rehabilitation Project (CIP 41412)
May 12, 2015
I have a serious concern regarding the possible loss of Main Street as a Historic
Resource to Placerville due to Phase 2 of this project. According to SECTION 81003 of the California Historic Building Code (CHBC) “The relationship between a
building or property and its site, or the associated features of a district (including
qualified historical landscape), site, objects and their features are critical
components that may be one of the criteria for these buildings and properties to be
qualified under the California Historic Building Code (CHBC).” In order to not
damage the historic integrity of properties and Main Street, the City should have
engaged a State Historic Preservation Officer for this project. The features that
have been shown at the workshops are not in line with the historic nature of Main
Street. Moving forward could cause the loss for properties and site to be
considered as eligible for a Historic designation which is critical when it comes to
applying building codes.
The main concern is the change to the street due to the bulb-outs. There should
have been a historic designer involved in the discussion of the materials and
elements being used on the street. Also the features and surfaces should not be
too uniform – they never have been. That is what makes Main Street unique.
In regards to the aesthetics features determined by the consultant:
1. Bench: Rather than the City purchasing expensive and possibly unwanted
benches, each merchant or property owner should be allowed to add their
own bench, if space allows, in front of their own building.
2. Bicycle Rack: The design should not be determined until the location for the
racks is decided. If the rack ends up being placed in the parking garage,
then a different design may be more appropriate. The link attached is from
the Historic town of Lexington. If you click onto the MSL bike rack RFP2015.pdf, you will see that the City is offering a competition for the final
design and creation of bike racks. The City first created the space for them,
then provided clear cut parameters for the project:
http://www.mainstreetlexington.org/downtown-bike-rack-project . With so
many artisans in the area this would be a good way of getting something
unique to Placerville. Given the limited space on Main Street, bike racks
should be located within the parking lots. The following are examples of
unique bike racks:

3. Bollards: Bollards are a hazard into themselves. Great care should be taken
in determining if they are truly required and where they are to be located.
Below is an example of a bollard that is similar to the existing streetlights. It
might also be good to take the lampposts that the City has and deflect the
light down onto the sidewalk making lighted bollards unnecessary.

4. Bulb-outs: Bulb outs, ramps and their features on the street create a
concern in regards to obstructions to emergency vehicles and events that
take place on Main Street. Vehicles often use the existing fire lanes to pull
into when emergency vehicles come down the street. Removing these areas
not only removes pullouts for safety, but putting the fire hydrants on them
out into the street also creates a hazard for vehicles. Another concern is that
some of the building foundations go under the sidewalk where ramps are
being proposed to be installed. Our building has this situation and I have yet
to be told how this issue will be resolved. I still don’t know how the final
ramp projects are going to be designed. The City has the ability to use
discretion when a requirement is technically infeasible. Consideration should
be applied in these situations. There needs to be a clearer understanding of
how these ramps are going to function prior to approval of this project.
As far as the material and pattern, there needs to be more imagination in
color and pattern. If the trees are going into the bulb outs then why not just
use the cast iron grates along with used brick? Or even better use the same
slate that was used under the bridge.

If you must use stamped concrete below is an old brick and stone stamp pattern:

OR:

5. Stamped Crosswalks: Pick a more pattern that does not look fake as shown
on samples offered. The final chosen pattern reminds me of 1970’s linoleum.

6. Trash receptacles: The ones chosen are too large for the sidewalk space.
It’s double the size of the existing units. Also the open style at the top
allows the cans to fill up with rain water. Option L – Single Can with logo is
much more practical.
7. Tree Grate: Good Choice! Please ensure that it is made of cast iron, as
consultant stated.
8. Trees: The Armstrong maple is a tall, thin tree. A fuller shaped tree that still
fits within the allocated space would be more appealing. See attached
examples of better choices, American Elm (in Murphys) and London Plane
(also used in the Wilkinson’s Midtown Mall).
American Elm:

London Plane:

9. Wrap around bench: It appears that the chosen bench was left off the
survey results.
10.Aesthetic color family: The application of this is not clear. Choosing green is
troublesome because it is difficult to match greens, especially as it wears
down. As far as we understand, the green aesthetic color is only being
applied to the detectable warnings. A better and more appealing
color/material is cast iron. Cast iron matches the shutter, grates, doors and
other elements on Main Street. In the public meetings we asked for native
hand crafted materials to be used such as cast iron, wood and metal yet the
Consultant stated that now our only option for amenities will be coming from
a catalog and the detectable warnings (bumpy things) will be made of
plastic. We asked for cast iron detectable warnings but were told those don’t
come with a radius. I have found cast iron radius detectable warnings
provided by Jordan Iron Works. The materials that ended up in the survey
are not what was asked for in the public meetings.

7005 Series Detectable Warning Plates
EJIW’s detectable warning plates are made
from durable cast iron, designed to
withstand rigorous urban conditions. Cast
iron is inherently resistant to corrosion from
the elements, lasting for many years
without additional maintenance. Over time
the gray iron plates will develop a natural
dark patina that contrasts with the adjacent
walkway.
The detectable warning plates can easily be
installed while pouring new concrete. The
integral lugs on the plate's bottom allow the
concrete to seep into the open areas of the
lugs to provide a secure bond to the wet
concrete. Work can be completed by curb
and gutter, sidewalk, and flatwork
contractors.
EJIW’s truncated dome design and
dimensions are in compliance with ADA
Accessibility Guidelines for Detectable
Warnings. Sizes and Options:
•

12” x 24”

•

18" x 24"

•

24” x 24”

Radial sizes available in 5' increments
ADA Non-slip texture surface
Custom sizes available
East Jordan Iron Works, Inc.
Toll Free: (800) 626-4653
E-mail: ejiwsales@ejiw.com
Web site: http://www.ejiw.com
HAZARD DETECTIONS: The CHBC states that the
City is the ultimate authority over using historic exemptions for slope on sidewalk
ramps due to some areas where it is technically infeasible to implement full
compliance with current codes. Section 8-604 of the CHBC states that “Use of
other designs and technologies, or deviation from particular technical and scoping
requirements, are permitted if the application of the alternative provisions
constrained in Section 8-603 would threaten or destroy the historical significance or
character-defining features of the qualified historical building or property.” Is the
City willing to use an exemption?

ASPHALT: Given the heat on Main Street that comes off in the summer from black
asphalt, I asked if a cooler material could be used when the City repaves the street.
I was told, due to the cost, black asphalt is our only choice. Since asking the
question, I have found that asphalt does come in cooler colors or an overlay could
be added that would lengthen its life and create a cooler surface. This is probably
the most critical issue to address given the expense of this element. Great care
and consideration should be taken in deciding the road overlay material. Approving
the specifications of this project without consideration of the road overlay material
will be a huge loss of opportunity.
Vendor street markers should be done with when the asphalt is being installed.
From the Internet:
Are there ways to make asphalt cooler? Yes, but they're not widely used.
Asphalt pavement is a mix of rocks held together by black asphalt. It lightens up a
bit over time (good news on the heat side) as traffic scuffs off the top layer of
asphalt and exposes the rock. By specifically using lighter-colored rocks for the mix,
we could cool off the pavement a bit without a significant cost increase.
Asphalt pavement can also be sealed with a coating that's a lighter shade, such as
gray or tan. While that's an extra cost, the seal will prolong the life of the asphalt.
Use light-colored paving materials. Dark-colored pavements, such as asphalt, can
get up to 40° F. hotter than the surrounding air. Light-colored concrete, pavers, or
top coats offer a cooler alternative. If you are paving with asphalt, a white
aggregate can be applied as a chip seal layer, or a light-colored surface coating
such as a zinc-oxide slurry mix can be used to increase reflectivity.
Colored Asphalt:

`

Color samples:

OTHER CONCERNS: What is the material being used on the curbs and sidewalks?
The standard light grey color is not acceptable. The contractor for the sewer and
water project patched the sidewalks with light colored concrete creating a blotchy
sidewalk. In fact, it appears that recently every patch in the City is light grey.
Sidewalk patches should be required to match the existing sidewalk where patching
is required.

Mismatch examples:

I understand the urgency in moving forward to repave the street. I also realize
that we only get one shot at this. I would encourage you to take the time to do it
right. Since the City is only moving forward with the street overlay, trees, tree
grates and bulb-outs, let’s have one more public workshop using the suggestions or
similar concepts that have been given for just these elements. Help us to help you
to make sure we end up with the best product overall.
The features being moved to a later phase should be analyzed using the
suggestions given after the street has been finalized. This features are not ready
for construction documents. Most of the elements were not what was discussed
and agreed upon during the workshops.
There are many merchants and property owners that have invested in the many
phases of history in Placerville and some for generations. We would hope that City
Officials and Administrators would be sensitive to that history and its value. A step
back would be appreciated in order to collaborate with property owners and an
effort made to not cause us to lose the historic integrity of Main Street. We can do
this without spending a great length of time as mentioned in the Staff report.

Thank you,
Sue Taylor
Main Street Property Owner

